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Mystery pﬁane ﬂed
to Delaware firm-

. S ummvz szarzon s shadow / role rraced

By PHIL MILFORD
Sev Suﬂreporter

VA crvnhan axrplane that craqhed
Jast month on what may have been

a secret C1A mission to bomb Nica- -

ragua’s international airport was
acquired by anti-Sandinista rebels

through a Delaware axrcraft outht o

ting company..
_The firm, Summlt Anatlon lnc
on Delaware 896 near Middletown,

is being-scrutinized by-U.S. Sen. "

Joseph R. Biden Jr., D-Bel., a mem-
ber of the Senate lntelhgence Com-
mittee. -

Biden said Thursday that he had
received an inquiry in June from a

' Delaware resident about allegedly
" secrel aviation work being done by

Summit. The senalor expressed

concern about the allégations rela- '

tive to.Reagan administration pol-
icy in Central America.

Neither Summit's president,
Richard C. “Kip~ dv Pont of Green-
ville. nor other kev.company offi-
cers could be reached for comment,
despite repeated calls to their
homes and offices Thursday and
today. Financial officer Edmund N.
Conawayv of Wavne, Pa., refused to!
speak to &, reporter when contacted
at home Thursday night. o

Du Pont was reportcdh “away,
out flying,” and & spokesman said |

he could not be contacted.

According to Federal Avialion
Adminisiration records and a
Cessna dealer in Ohio, Summit-:
bought the ill- fated aircraft in
1982.

Summit instalied unspecified
equipment, and then sold the plane -
to a Delaware corporation based in -
McLean. Va. — which transferred :
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it 10 Central America, the de.a)er
and the FAA saic.

Richard C. Wagner, of the Trage"
Aviatiop Center Inc.of Lima, Ohio,
sax Thursday that he recalls Sur-
mit ‘officials telling hirn that they
were going 10 sell the 10-seat, twin-
engine 1881-model plane to “some
one in England.” Wagner sai¢ he
sold the plape to Summit “for aboui
1£390.000.7

4 News-Journal newspapeN

" investigation of Summit Aviation

this sumrper bas revealed & shac-
owv petwork of companies involvec
in Summit’s refurbishing program,
under 2 government contract about
which Suromit officials wOD ’t.com-
ment

Of 10-moulti-engine civilian air-

mit in ‘the past year — some of |

tbem apparently ‘with highls

'sophisticated military electronics

,and surveillance eguipment — six

.are untraceable through public
!FAA records.

The otbers were Jeased from sep-
arate companies in Virginia anc
North Carolina, whose officers con-
firtnec. their presence -ai 'Surnmit

but weren't sure what the planes .

were being usec for.
The piape that crasbheg in Mana-

gua last montk was acquired irom

: Summit by Investair Leasmg Corp..
 which has links 10 the ClA the New
York Times reportec Thursday.

Delaware corporation files show
Investzir Leasing Co. was formed

July 28, 1982, by two women with .

Washinglon addresses. The Times

reporieC that Investair’s mnanager !

s a Jormer top -official-of @ -com- |

papy that was owned by the ClA.
The piston-driven Cessna crashed |
Sept. 8 Guring an abortive bombing
run op Managuz, according 40 the
Tirpes. The pilot — identified by the |
Nicaraguan governmentasan anti- -

Sandinistz rebel. according.to the
Times — was killed.  The Nicara-
guan governmment Tecovered tbe
aircraft -gocurnents, subseguently

_traced to Summit.

& Nicaraguap cfficial claimed
that the plane was being ‘used .as
part of a secret Cla operat:on ‘the
Tirnes reporiec.

The Reagan administration has
.aligned ‘itsel! in Central Americe
‘with E) Salvador and Honduras,
‘and opposes what if says is'a IDOVe-
ment toward international Commu--
rism by the Sandinistz regime I
iNicarague — 2 mpovement Sup-
ported, according to defectors, by
the Soviet Union. -

Congress ‘has approved secre‘

. . appropriations to the ClA 10 halt
craft reporiedly -equipped by Surp-

arms flows from Nicaragua to El
Salvadoran guerillas. But Congress
will noi approve monies for the CL4
10-overthrow the Nicaraguan® San
dinista gove"nmem ’

Sources in J\u..aragua s3y, hov
ever, tharthe ClA is 111egal]v trvmg
1o do jusi‘thali — ip part using
planes like the Cessna 404 from’.
Delaware that was ¢owned ‘while
bombing Managua airport. ,

Biden — through his press secre.”
tary, Peter Smith — said Thursda\
that his staff is investigating alle”
gations about Surnmit, which were
contaipet in 2 letter bis oﬁxcg
Tecejved in June. .

“]¢’s mo secret that 1 have beer '
persistent critic of the administra- .’
tion’s policies in Central America,”.
Bidep said in @ statement But.be_
said that, as z Toember of the inte}-.
lipence committee, “by law, I am’
constrained from any 'pubhc com- -
ment on this Dartxcu)ar matter”

When asked about Summit’s pos:.
sible connection with the CIlA.
agency spokeswoman Kathryn Rie-’
de) said, “We don't talk 2bout who
we have contracts with.. . Writez
Jetter.” 1n written corresoondence
Cls spokesman Larry R. Strawder-
man said, “It is CLA' policy to neh_
ther confirm no deny an
confidentia) or covert relationship.~
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